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The names still resonate after 150 years: Bethel, Manassas, the Shenandoah Valley Campaign, the Peninsula Campaign, 

the Seven Days, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, the Wilderness, Cold Harbor, the Crater, and Appomattox. 

In the minds of many people, Virginia is the Civil War. The state was literally torn apart during secession. When the 

general assembly voted the state out of the Union, citizens west of the Shenandoah Valley voted themselves out of Virginia. 

But such was their native pride that when it came time to name the newest Union state, they chose from the heart—West 

Virginia. 

History buffs and tourists have been following the signs to famous Civil War sites in Virginia and West Virginia for years. 

However, many of the sites from the states’ rich Civil War heritage are off the beaten path. “History is all around us,” says 

author Clint Johnson. “I want to take people to places that they have never been before and tell them the stories of what 

happened there.” 

Timed for publication during the 150
th
 anniversary of the American Civil War (2011-15), TOURING VIRGINIA’S AND 

WEST VIRGINIA’S CIVIL WAR SITES helps travelers find the states’ battlefields, forts, and memorials, as well as the lesser 

skirmish sites, homes, and towns that also played significant roles in the war. The 17 tours in this book cover all the significant 

Civil War sites in both states. You may have read about such battlegrounds as Philippi, Rich Mountain, and Sewell Mountain 

without knowing exactly what they are. TOURING VIRGINIA’S AND WEST VIRGINIA’S CIVIL WAR SITES will take you to 

them. 

Included here are the sites where the first soldiers from both North and South died. You'll also visit the places where the 

Confederacy's greatest heroes were born, grew up, fought, were wounded, and were buried, on public and private lands. 

A person can read about the war, but visiting the places where the men and women of the Civil War lived, fought, and 

often died makes the action really come alive. 

 

Fascinated with the Civil War since the fourth grade, Clint Johnson counts Confederate soldiers from three states 

among his ancestors. He has written 11 books on the war (among them Civil War Blunders), as well as hundreds of 
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newspaper and magazine articles on business, history, and travel. His hobbies include reenacting with the 26
th
 Regiment of 

North Carolina Troops (which transforms into the 24th Michigan when portraying Federals) and Cowboy Action Shooting, in 

which he shoots oh so slowly in the “Duelist” category as “Carolina Clint.” He lives in Jefferson, North Carolina. 

 

# # # # 

 

John F. Blair, Publisher, has been publishing books on the southeastern United States since 1954. Based in 

Winston-Salem, N.C., this independent, family-owned company specializes in history, travel, folklore, biography, and fiction. 

Learn more at www.blairpub.com. 
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